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1. Identify question

2.  Manual exploration 
Search for indicators
(e.g. keywords, form of speech, tags, etc.)

3.  Mark positives and negatives

4.  Request suggested indicators 
(naïve baysian analysis)

5. Request suggestions
of other possible positives

6.  Review and annotate
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New 2005 Project

Early exploratory work

Question: Eroticism in Emily Dickinson letters

Positive 

Negative

? Can’t tell

Find indicators

Indicators for: Erotism in Emily Dickinson letters

Based on your current marks

Words likely to be in “positive” documents
Mine
Must 
Bud
Woman
Joy
Rapture
[more…]

XML Tags likely to be in “positive” documents
<cut> 
<erasure>

Find indicators

Suggest other positives

Question: Eroticism in Emily Dickinson letters

Positive 

Negative evidence

? Can’t tell

Suggest other positives

Overview of entire collection.  
The letters are ordered by 
time. The top corresponds to 
the header tags, i.e. the bulk 
of the XML document, which 
varies little between 
documents. 

After extracting new tags from 
attributes, we can reveal  the 
names of  persons that wrote on 
the letter, e.g. here yellow 
indicates the hand of Susan.

Filtering to show only the 
coverage of the <body> tag

Possible next steps3

Integration with InfoVis toolkit
(http://ivtk.sourceforge.net)

Cluster analysis (e.g. Ramsay et al. 2004)


